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Women and Power: Building a Toolbox for Leadership, 2026-2027 
 

Eligible Students: Polk School alumni 
Maximum Number of Students: 20  
Total Class Hours: 48 hours 
Dates: October 2026 – March 2027 
Tuition: $1,000 includes class time and course materials 
Delivery Method: Hybrid 
 
This course will be run as a hybrid course with 28 hours taught in person over two 
weekends (October 2026 and March 2027) and the remaining 20 hours delivered via Zoom 
in 2-hour classes on Mondays.  
 
Topics Covered: 

Þ Labor History 
Þ Understanding the Global Economy 
Þ Communications and Public Speaking 
Þ Navigating Organizations 
Þ Defining Your Leadership Style 
Þ Skill Building – Lobbying, Roberts Rules of Order, Running a Meeting, and Creating a 

Curriculum 
 
Chicago In-Person Classes, 815 W Van Buren 

• October 24, 9-5pm & October 25, 9-3pm 
• March 20, 9 – 5pm & March 21, 9-3pm 

  
Monday Zoom Classes, 7-9pm Central Time 

• November 2 & 16 
• December 7 & 14 
• January 11 & 25 
• February 8 & 22 
• March 8 & 15 

 
FAQ 

• How do I register? All students are required to complete an online application to be 
accepted into this program. It is a rigorous course that required attendance at ALL 
classes.  

• Can I take this class if I don’t live in Chicago? Absolutely! You would be required to 
attend the October 24-25 and March 20-21 classes at our Chicago classroom. There 
is a union hotel walking distance from our classroom that would be able at a 
discount. The student (and their union) would be responsible for covering all travel 
expenses. The hotel and classroom are both accessible via the CTA Blue Line which 
connects directly with O’Hare airport.  
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• What does the tuition include? The tuition covers all of the classes, six required 
books, access to a Google classroom, and all teaching materials. It does not cover 
travel expenses to Chicago.  

• Who is teaching these classes? The classes will be taught by University of Illinois 
Urbana-Champaign’s Labor Education Program faculty Emily E. LB. Twarog and 
Stephanie Fortado in addition to a series of guest instructors from other universities, 
union, and NGOs.  

• Are scholarships available? There are limited scholarships available. When you 
apply to attend, please indicate that you will require a scholarship. We encourage 
ALL applicants to approach their union to cover the costs, but we understand that 
some locals have limited education funds or you may not receive support from your 
local to attend.  

 


